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At the height of the Ukrainian crisis, Stefan Weidner travelled to Lviv in search of its pan-European

origins. He found little evidence there of the current conflict, but numerous traces of the cityâ€™s

Jewish history. He also encountered another writer who visited Lviv (or Lemberg, as it was known

under the German-speaking Hapsburgs) in 1924: Alfred DÃ¶blin. DÃ¶blinâ€™s prescient account of

his journey provided both a reference point and a contrast for Weidnerâ€™s poetic re-experiencing

of Europe through the fluctuating history of its eastern margin. Stefan Weidner (b. 1967) is an

author, translator, and scholar of Islam. He lives in Cologne.Cover design by Kate Ferro.
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This is an interesting type of travel writing, in which the author both sees what is there now and

attempts to see what was lost to WWII by referring to the writing of an earlier visitor. The result is a

fascinating little book that is part travelogue, part history, and part personal meditation. It is

well-written. It occasionally assumes some background knowledge that most Americans probably

don't have, but that never detracted from my enjoyment of the book: it felt like a comfortable stretch



of my knowledge and view of the world.
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